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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  SHEPTON  MALLET 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

Jlst  DECEMBER,  1967 


Tel:  Wells  3379 

Wells  2643  (Residence) 


Area  Health  Department, 

St.  Lawrence  Lodge, 

37  Chamberlain  Street, 
WELLS  c 

BA5  2PQ, 


To^  tjie  Cliairnia-ji  gmd  j jejibgr s_  of_  the_  .Council 
Mr .  Chairman,  Miss  Hill  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1  9^7  in 
accordance  with  the  Public ‘Health  Officers  Regulations,  1 959>  and  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  l/68  of  January  19^8. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  town  again  give  cause  for 
satisfaction,  with  a  rising  birth  rate,  a  falling  death  rate  better  than 
the  national  average  and  no  infant  or  maternal  mortality;  in  fact,  it 
will  be  seen  from  the  5~Year  Table  that  there  have  been  no  infant  deaths 
for  four  out  of  the  past  five  years.  Mo  outbreaks  of  major  infectious 
disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

By  permission  of  the  Medical  Director  a  report  is  again  given 
of  the  work  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  in  the  town  but  at  the  time 
of  writing  the  fortnightly  visit  of  the  Mobile  Unit  has  been  cancelled 
due  to  lack  of  public  support  and  the  fact  that  the  local  doctors  prefer 
to  use  the  full  radiological  services  of  the  District  Hospital. 

Progress  on  the  environmental  side  is  as  detailed  by  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  whom  I  am  grateful  for  his  contribution 
and  help  at  all  times,  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  G-0T0  Hill,  M.A0P0H0Io  wTho  was 
welcomed  to  the  public  health  staff  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  expressed  to  the  Clerk,  other 
Officers  of  the  Council  and  Members  for  their  consideration,  and  to 
colleagues  in  the  town. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


Do  Eo  CLARE o 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

t=_  »  -  mz--79T  r-rnr;  jxxr.  i*.  J X- 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  •...e.......  2,278 

Estimated  papulation  (mid-year  1967)#**®  5,84-0 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  »  •  <>  . « •  • « .  . « .  *  1,935 
Rateable  Value  ...ooo*»oee...o.oee««>ea.»  f  2 ~  f  ,907 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ................  £886-17-0 


1IH  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1  967 

fra  »  A-  . -jOT-i T :i -r»  -.at:gjr---jrra»sxjfc:^afc 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available! 


BIRTHS 


LIVE,  BIRTHS 

Me 

k=**m 

P0 

•era 

Total 

Legitimate 

50 

38 

88 

Illegit-1'  mate 

Jl 

Jk 

J. 

Totals 

52 

42 

93 

•CjP-il 

Shepton  Mallet  U0DoC.  „ 

— mr~T"  Somerset 
Recorded  Corrected 


9r- 


8458 

-522 


Wales 
(Provi sional)  I 


50M  832,000 


Bate  per  1  ,000  population  1 6e 3  17*2  17.7  17*2 

(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor  1 *05)  (Corrected) 

Ratio  of  local  Corrected  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate  is  1  *00 


TT.T.T?i 


LEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 


(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 


7*35 


6.45 


q  rrr 


ILL  BIRTHS 


legitimate 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Totals 

V 

_ 1 

123 

12,500 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

live  &  still 

births 

10.4 

13.42 

14.8 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

i  fj.LL  births 

53  43 

96 

9164 

84^,500 

dlatits 

‘  'TOTAL  DEATHS 

(all  ages) 

31  39 

70 

6798 

542,519 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

12,0 

10.1  10.1 

11.2 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor 

0.84) 

(Corrected) 

Ratio  of  Local 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

to  National  Rate  is  0.90 

INFANT  DEATHS 

(under  1  year) 
Legitimate 

t  j  ai ) 

_ 

113 

Illegitimate 

U 

Totals 

*-•  M 

126 

15,267 

(Under  4  weeks) 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

— 

Totals 

- 

75 

10,436 

(Under  1  week) 

Legitimate 

mm 

mm 

Illegitimate 

~ _ j-  _ 

Totals 

mmrn 

acz-jKr  itmm 

67 

8,947 

>:  •  i  t 
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Mo  ]?«  Total  * 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  Infant  deaths  per  1 ,000 
Total  Live  births  <,*0 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1 ,000 
Legitimate  Live  Births  o*. 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 
1 ,000  illegitimate  Live  Births 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1 ,000 
total  live  births)  000  0*0 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 
total  live  births)  ao*  oco 


Shept on  Mallet^  JT_pD0  C 


Recorded  Corrected 


bomerset 


England  & 
T/ales 

(Pr  o  v i sional) 


14*0  18.3 

13.36 

22.9 

8,3  12.5 

7.41  10.8 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  live  &  still  births)  t &  ■  H-  20.73  25.4 

MATgUjAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths  000000  -  2 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  &  still  births  -  0.22 
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1  963-1  967 


WITH  COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  SOMERSET  AMD  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


.r  -«-crc— 


1963 

-T~  x^am 

1964 

■=a ft 

1965 

<T~  tT.IW  ftUT ~ 

1966 

1967 

1 0  C  orr get 1ed  Birth  Rate 

Shop ton  Mallet  U0D0C0 

13.85 

16.3 

17.5 

16,42 

17.2 

Somerset 

1 8ei 5 

1 6*86 

16.76 

17.86 

17.7 

England  &  Wales 

18.2 

18.4 

18.0 

17.7 

17.2  ■  | 

2  0  C orr e p  t  ed  D e at h  Rat e 

Shepton  Mallet  U0D0Co 

1 0.73 

l0o52 

11.25 

10.14 

10.1 

Somerset 

11.23 

10.62 

10.18 

10.37 

10.1 

England  &  Wales 

1  202 

11.3 

11 .5 

11.7 

11.2 

3 ®  Inf* 'ant  Mortality  Rate 

Shepton  Mallet  U0DoC0 

_ 

— 

3i.9 

— 

— . 

Somerset 

1 A  0  6  A 

1 3c0 

10.75 

15.12 

14.0 

England  <£  Wales 

21 0i 

20*0 

19.0 

19.0 

18.3 

iron^i^Disi 

JASES  (5  year  1 

1*96,3-1 9 

67) 

Disease 

Tot 

al  case 

s  Not  if 

ied 

-fc-rjfc. 

12& 

HT 

nw" 

Hz 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

1 

«■* 

- 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

•M* 

Dys  ent ery  ( S  onne  ) 

- 

10 

•-* 

- 

Measles 

165 

19 

52 

- 

16 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

- 

- 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

— 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

•m* 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Never 

2 

- 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

— 

6 

Total 

fcl  ■  Tiai  IBM  » '  f 

174 

42 

56 

3 

24 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1967 

>  <i  il  , fH-  -«■-  *  ^r.-w  -y  -« — - yr  --mi-- «-  ■■*•■  • ' «■:  *  .x*  .  *_  sxzsm. . :.a* ■  jrr. . ar rtt-.'A' -ac  x&:;<r3raru^« 

(As  given  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Total  Under  4  wks  cc  ^  : 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH  Sex  all  4  wks  under  1  1  -  5-  1 5-  25-  35-  45~~55~  65~  75  & 

Ages  year  up 


a-#'  .  aur^--ac>-  -X*;-: 


-«r.-X  J-  *ate  :t«-  =»• 


x  X-  *  .  *-  ■  tr -v^*  .»•- 


Other  Infective  & 
Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Ne  op  la  sm , 
Lung,  Bronchus 

Other  Malignant  & 
Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Diabetes 

V a s  cular  Le  s io ns  of 
Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease, 
Angina 

Hypertension  with 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 


Other  Circulatory 
Disea.se 

Pneumonia 


Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  System 

Gastritis,  Enteritis 
a.nd  Diarrhoea 


a 


Other  Defined  and 

Ill-Defined  Disea.se  s 

Suicide 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


F 


M 

F 


M 

F 


1 


4 

6 

1 


5 

7 

7 

5 

1 

3 

4 

2 

8 

1 


3 


1 

2 

h. 


1 


1 


2 

2 


1 

1 


1 


3 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


2 


3 
5 

4 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 


1 

1 


.* - *i.  XffX. 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


M 

F 


31 

39 


2 

1 


5 

L 


12 

9 


12 

25 


t-jr.  -  **■ 


■A-*,:  A  xj.  . 


•  ;  -u-ar...  g._ 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  POE  1967 

c  s *• X-—»  -rmj  '-It*  -K-  *.  ur  ml  .tai».ac  ~ar  r;T  — t — i»~ 


(The  figures  ore  in  general  too  snail  for  ranch  importance  to  be  attached 
to  them  but  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made©) 


Populate  ion 

A  rise  in  population  of  220  over  the  mid-year  population  for  1966  was 
forecast  by  the  Registrar-General*  and  births  exceeded  deaths  by  25c 

Mrthh 

lave  .Births^  -  rose  to  9  above  the  figure  for  1  966  giving  an  improved 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  which  approximates  the  County  and  Rational  Rates*  The 
number  of  illegitimate  live  births  (7)  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year 
but  the  number  of  these  per  cent  of  total  live  births  was  less0 

Sti.ll  Births^  -  with  only  1  this  year  the  Still  Birth  Rate  was  decidedly 
lower  than  the  County  or  Rational  figures* 

Deaths 

^  -4  a-;  -.Jr-  a 

All  ages  -  totalled  28  more  than  in  1  966  but  when  the  Area  Deaths 
Comp  or  ability  Factor  is  applied*  a.  Corrected  or  Adjusted  Death  Rate  is 
obtained  identical  with  the  County  average  and  better  than  that  of  England 
8z  Wale  s0 

Infant  deaths  -  it  is  again  a  pleasure  to  record  that  there  were  none 
in  the  District* 


Maternal  deaths  -  no  deaths  occurred  in  women  from  the  District  as  a 

-srsTy--  — XT  j-  j 

result  of  pregnancy*  childbirth  or  abortion© 


Causes  of  Death 

Car&io-Vascular  Diseases  -  with  A2  deaths  these  were  again  the  cause  of 
the  highest  mortality  in  the  town  -  17  more  deaths  than  in  1966©  Of  these, 
Coronary  and  Other  Heart  Diseases  accounted  for  20  deaths,  as  against  16  in 
1966,  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  for  12  deaths e 

Cancer  -  c arsed  11  dearths,  10  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  as 
regards  site,  Lymphatic  and  other  Malignant  Neoplasms  accounted  for  10  and 
Lung  Cancer  1  death© 


Respiratory  Diseases  -  occupied  third  place  with 


dea 


ths 


and 


of 


these 


pneumonia 


and 


bronchitis  caused  3  deaths  each, 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  5-year  Table,  measles  made  its  usual  two-yearly 
appearance  in  the  town,  16  cases  being  notified© 

The  care  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  which  occurred  was  in  a  teacher  in  a 
school  in  the  town,  but  on  slcin-testing  pupils  and  X-raying  all  those  with  a 
positive  result,  together  with  all  the  staff,  no  further  cases  came  to  light© 


-  7  - 


ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 

*  -<r-  TM  -  - ■*-  y*.-  -«K  .X-—W t  1  »  -  ■  *-  c  x  .*  .c  K-XlST . . C..  Tit;.-.-*-., 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  human  cases  of  salmonella  infection 
were  notified  during  the  year* 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SSC047)  &  A4END1I3NT  ACT.  1951 

-  *»  -  f  -A.-.-Xiy*  .ifr'  y  •  y  -  ■.  .>•—-»  t - t  '  TT  X  l....  I  -  IViC  -„r  *.  .  I  .  I .  .a:.  _l _ A _ ■  «  r  m  -t-  I-  ^  -  ~tr  -x:  -X  y  r*  jr  JJS'  _r  SET" 


No  cases  cane  to  light  of  elderly  persons  or  persons  suffering  from 
grave  chronic  diseases  in  the  town  requiring  action  under  the  provision 
of  these  Acts,  "but  borderline  cases  were  visited  from  time  to  t ine e 


SMICE 

Visits  were  paid  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  at  regular  fortnightly 
intervals  throughout  the  year  to  the  Commercial  Road  Car*  Park  for  the 
benefit  of  general  practitioner  cases,  and  a  one-day  visit  was  paid  to 
Messrs*  C  &  Jc  Clark’s  factory,  with  results  as  below*  The  number  of  general 
practitioner  cases  included  in  these  figures  is  10* 


Male 

-jMr ar;  or  -Jc-.-.i*  -race* 

F  emale 

ar~. -at:  .jr.i.sfc-.y..  -*isr=* — t 

Total 

Number  examined  326 

265 

591 

Abnormalities  detected  1 

Suspected  Abnormalities 

1 

(No  diagnosis  received  as  yet)  2 

**** 

2 

DETAILS  OF  ABNORMALITIES 

DETECTED 

. 

male 

Female 

Total 

Old  Rib  Fracture  1 

1 

H.l.iULEES ATI 0 NS  AND  VACCINATIONS 

Figures  of  children  immunised  and/ or  vaccinated  in  1  967  cannot  be 
given  as,  owing  to  the  change  to  the  computer  system  under  which,  it  is 
hoped,  all  children  will  automatically  be  called  to  receive  vaccinations 
and  immunisations  as  they  become  due  (unless  a  definite  refusal  is  given), 
no  records  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  were  kept  for  that  year* 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


1967 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hill,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Section  of  my  department  and,  in  doing  so,  would 
again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  co-operation 
and  to  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  assistance. 

~  '  --  Your  obedient  servant, 

UAL.  BARITS  LEY , 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  there  being  four  principal  sources s- 

1.  Windsor  Hill  2.  Yelling  Mill 

3*  Beacon  Hill  4*  Stomacher  Farm 

The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- solvent  action  and  two 
samples  submitted  for  qualitative  examination  proved  satisfactory.  Ho 
shortages  occurred  during  the  year  and  no  restrictions  on  the  use  of 
water  were  imposed. 

The  natural  Fluoride  Content  of  the  water  was  as  follows s- 


Windsor  Hill  . . 

O  O  0  9 

p .  p .  m 

.  .  . .  0 • 02 

• 

Yelling  Mill  . . 

0  9  0  9 

.  o  .0  0.05 

Beacon  Hill 

0  9  •  « 

0  .  .  .  0.30 

Stomacher  Farm 

O  C  «  0 

. .  0.10 

The  distribution  of  water 

supplies 

throughout  ■ 

the  district  is,  so 

as  can  be  ascertained,  as  follows s- 

(a)  Mains  supplies?  1937 

dwellings  s 

Population?  5*840 

(b)  Sup-plies  from  'wells 

or  springs  % 

7  Population?  20 

/Further  samples  of  water 


-  9  - 


Further  samples  of  water  from  the  shallow  springs  at  Charlton  again 
proved  to  he  unsatisfactory  and  although  samples  taken  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year  showed  some  slight  improvement  serious  contamination  was 

evident  subsequently.  This  would  appear  to  confirm  that  this  supply 

t  * 

is  subject  to  rapid  pollution  and  although  headworks  -were  carried  out 
on  the  springs  some  years  ago  it  is  evident  that  such  works  have  failed 
to  adequately  safeguard  the  supply . 

2 *  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

With  the  exception  of  some  70  properties  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
area  all  properties  are  connected  to  public  sewers  discharging  to  the 
biological  treatment  plant  at  Darshill-  Treatment  of  sewage  is  eff¬ 
ected  by  (a)  initial  screenings  (b)  sedimentation  (c)  filtration- 
* 

Alternating  double  filtration  is,  under  general  conditions ,  operating 
continuously ,  each  ..set  of  filters  acting  alternately  as  primary  and 
secondary  filters- 

The  standard  of  effluent  to  the  river  deteriorated  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year  but  improved  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
construction  of  additional  drying  bays  for  humus  sludge  is  becoming 
increasingly  necessary  since  the  mixing  of  sludges  delays  the  drying 
of  the  whole.  ^  ,  ;  v 

Inspections  of  the  river  downstream  of  the  outfall  are  made  fre¬ 
quently  and 9  throughout  the  year,  there  has  been  no  evidence  of  any 
deterioration,  sewage  fungus  or  sludge  in  the  river.  ■ 

Forty-eight  samples  of  sewrage  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken 
during  the  year  as  follows s- 

irade  Effluent  noo............  A 2 

Crude  Sewage  . . .  12  ■ 

Primary  Effluent .  12 

Final  Effluent  . . . .  . .  .  12 

Sampling  is  carried  out  on  one  day  per  month  starting  at  T  a.m. 
and  finishing  at  6-p.m.  -  one  quarter  gallon  being  taken  at  hall -hourly 
intervals.  The  samples  are  'taken  for  analysis  on  the  following  day  to 
the  County  Laboratory  at  Taunton. 

Generally  speaking  the  sewerage  system  throughout  the  town  is  on 
the  separate  system  but  there  is  ample  evidence  to  show  that  considerable 

/  quantities  of  surface 


quantities  of  surface  water  are  discharged  into  the  soil  sewage  system  in 
addition  to  infiltration  of  subsoil  water.  Surcharge  of  the  sewer  in 
Coombe  Lane  occurred  on  two  occasions  during  intense  strms  and  following 
a  partial  collapse  of  the  main  outfall  sewer  at  Larshill  the  Council 
authorised  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
sewer  from  Bowlish  to  the  treatment  works.  This  would  also  include 
measures  to  alleviate  surchage  at  the  northern  end  of  Coombe  Lane  as 
well  as  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  main  outfall  sewer.  Overflow 
direct  to  river  of  sewage  from  manholes  on  the  latter  has  been  observed 
on  several  occasions  during  and  after  storms. 

An  investigation  was  started  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  major 
sources  of  storm  water  inlets  to  the  sewer  and  it  was  found  that,  at  two 


points,  a  moderate  rise  in  the  river  level  could  flood  the  sewer.  It 
was  also  found  that  a  private  drain  from  the  Anglo  Trading  Estate  conveys 
both  soil  sewage  and  stormwater  from  the  Estate  and  is  connected  to  the 
soil  sewer  in  Coombe  Lane.  In  addition  river  water  and/or  subsoil  water 
is  gaining  access  to  the  soil  sewer  at  the  Charlton  Brewery.  Apart  from 
these  specific  points  it  is  considered  to  be  impracticable  to  exclude 
all  sources  of  surface  water  from  the  sewer  and  it  must  be  emphasised 
that  there  is  no  evidence  of  surcharge  except  in  the  Bowlish  area  where 
the  two  main  sewers  meet  and  at  which  point  there  is,  because  of  the 
gradient  of  one  sewer,  extremely  rapid  concentration. 


3.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  in  operation  and  trade 
refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly.  The  increase  in  the,  volume  of  re¬ 
fuse  collected  continues  which  reflects  the  improvement  in  domestic 
fuel  consumption-  by  _ installation  of  more  efficient  fittings  added  to 

which  is  the  ever-increasing  use  of  pre-packed  foods.  This  increase 

•  *  »  • 

in  volume  together  with  the  additional  properties  to  be  served  and  longer 
distances  to  be  walked  because  of  more  open  planning  is  straining  the  coll¬ 
ection  service  to  its  limit.  Despite  increase  in  volume  and  number  of 
properties  there  has  been  no  increase  in  operatives  for  some  nine  years 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  adjustment  will  have  to  be  considered 
in  the  foreseeable  future. 

/With  this  in  view 
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With  this  in  view  and  having  regard  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Working 
Party  on  Refuse  Collection  the  Council  were  asked  to  consider  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  pilot  scheme  using  paper  sack  containers  but  consideration 
was  deferred  because  of  the  financial  commitments  involved. 

4 

Disposal  is  by  "controlled"  tipping  at  the  Windsor  Hill  tip  -  the 
expression"controlled"  only  being  relevant  in  the  sense  that  some  attempt 
is  made  to  cover  and  confine  tipped  material.  In  the  absence  of  adequate 
and  suitable  covering  material  together  with  sufficient  staff  or  machine, 
disposal  does  not  strictly  fall  within  the  definition  of  a  controlled 
tip.  Because,  of  the  change  in  character  of  refuse,  i.e.  increase  in 
flammable  material,  it  appears  that  there  can  be  a  case  made  for  inciner¬ 
ation  but,  for  a  small  authority  the  cost  would  be  high.  It  may  well  be 
that  adjoining  authorities  could  combine  and  so  share  the  cost  but  length 
of  haul  and  therefore  time  absorbed  in  travelling  to  a  central  disposal 
point  must  be  taken  into  account.  *  The' optimum  population  to  be  served 
by  such  an  incineration  plant 1  is  also  a  significant  factor  which  must 
bear  upon  the  question  of  its  location. 

4.  CARPING  SITES  ' 

There  is  one  camping  site,  in  the  District  sponsored  by  the  Caravan 
Club  and  one  unauthorised  site  has* been  used  during  the  year.  It  is  under 
stood  that  the  latter  will  also  become  a  Club  site  shortly. 

5 .  SWIMkING  POOL 

There  is  one  public  swimming  pool  in  the  District  owned  by  the 
Council.  The  water  is  continually  circulated,  filtered  and  chlorinated 
and  its  temperature  is  maintained  at  about  70  }F.  Chlorination  is 

effected  by  a  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Automatic  Chlorinator~ and-  the  pur¬ 
ification  plant,  ie  of  the  Horsley  Piggott  horizontal  type.  The  water 
turnover  period  is  approximately  12.  hours  the  pool  being  filled  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  from  the  mains  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company.  During  the  season  the  water  is  sampled  twice  daily  to 
determine  its 

/  pH  value  and  residual 
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pK  value  and  residual  chlorine  by  Lovibond  Oomparitor . 

Alterations  and  extensions  at  the  baths  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
permitted  the  introduction  of  the  basket . system  for  clothing  storage 
and  as  a  consequence  increased  use  of  the  pool.  Paradoxically  this 
system  also  emphasised  the  need  for  additional  changing  cubicles. 


6.  HOUSING 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  Local  Authority  .......  645 

Number  of  dwellings  owned  privately  . . 1299 

Total  number  of  dwellings  in  District. ......  1 ,944 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  erected ........... .  27 

Number  of  Old  Peoples  Dwellings  erected  . . Nil 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  . . .  1 

Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  -  Local  Authority...  Nil 
Dwellings  in  course  of  erection  -  Private  ..........  45 


Houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  17  of  the 

Housing  Act ,  1957  ...••••.  Nil 
Houses  erected  from  1.4.45  to  31.12.67 

Local  Authority . . . .  519 

Private  Enterprise  . . . .  207 

(b)  Housing  Maintenance.  All  Council  owned  houses  are  main¬ 
tained  by  direct  labour. 

j 

(c)  Improvement  Grants. 

(i)  Discretionary  Grants. 

4  applications  for  discretionary  grants  Y/ere 
received  and  approved  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Standard  Grants. 

Seven  applications  were  received  and  approved 
for  the  provision  of  standard  amenities. 

7.  FOOD 

(a)  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations ,  i960.  There  were  30 
visits  to  food  premises  during  the  year  and  in  seven  instances  att¬ 
ention  Y/as  drav/n  to  infringements  of  the  Regulations. 

/  The  following  table 

■  4 
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The  following .table 
which  are  subject  to  the 


shows  in  categories  the  number  of  premises 
Regulations  and  to  which  Regulations  1 6  and 


19  apply o- 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS 9  i960 


i - - 

Trade 

i 

i 

« 

| 

No .  of 
Premises  1 

i 

t 

1 

•  i 

1 

s 

1 

No.  complying 
Lith  Reg. • 16 

1 

No.  of  premises 
to  which  Reg. 

19  applies 

No.  of  Premises  j 
fitted  to  com-  j 

ply  with  Reg.  1  4 

• 

Grocers 

1 

1 1  -] 

11 

11 

1 1 

Bakers 

i  ] 

! 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Confect- 

4 

4  - 

* 

3 

i 

3 

loners 

j 

*• 

reen- 

3  ■ 

3 

3 

grocers 

Butchers 

4 

.  ...4 

•4  ' 

4 

Catering- 

27 

27 

27 

27 

Premises 

. 

. 

■ 

. 

j 

^including 

1 

, 

. 

. 

j 

licensed  , 

.  .. 

. 

premises) 

. 

! 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

School 

! 

1 

Kitchens 

1  3 

3 

| 

1 

’ 

3 

! 

3 

j 

TOTALS 

57 

I 

57 

56 

56 

-  i 

i 

j 

1 

L 

i 

_ 1 

(b)  Unsound  Food.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered 
voluntarily  as  unfit  for  human  consumption s- 

Cwt .  (Jr.  lb.  oz. 

Chilled  Meat . . . .  ,  •  3  6  10 

6  "l 

82- 

Suet  . .  0 .  ..  1  12 

Peppers  .  1  1  4yj 

Tinned  Vegetables  ...  ...... .  2  0  8  4i 

Olives  . . .  .  5 


Cwt . 


White 


Wine  Vinegars  (bottle) 


oo  0  0  o  o 


o  o  o  o 


o  o  O  O  o  o 


Tripe 

Cooking  Oil 
Sago,  Rice 9  Macaroni 
Potatoes 
Olive  Oil  . o 

Tinned  Fruit  and-  Jams  . . 


o  o  oo 


0  0  0  0 


o  0  0 


o  ©  O  • 


o  o  o  o 


•  O  O  •  O 


©  0  0 


Curry- 


Sugar 


o  o  ©  •  o  o 


o  o  o  © 


o  O  0  o 


•  .#  •  o  *  © 


Corn  on  the  Cob . 


o  o  •  © 


O  O  o 


o  O  O  C  0  0 


o  o  O  o  •  0 


•  0  o  o  o  0 


Tomatoes 

Pickles 


©  •  00  OO  oo 


9  0  9  0  O  0 


Tinned  Fish,  Pravrns ,  Shrimps 
Canned  Fruit  Juices 


0  0  ©  • 


4  O  O  O 


o  o  o  * 


c  ©  o  ♦ 


•  o  ©  © 


O  O  O  © 


Marzipan 
Cucumbers  (bottled) 
Mustard 


O  •  9  0 


0  C  o  Q  O  o 


o  nu  o  e  s  » *  o 

Gherkins 


O  O  0  »  •  ® 


Honey. . 

Fruit  o . 
Coffee/Teao  . 


©  O  •  O 


9  0  0  0 


•  9  *  o  ©  © 


CO  ©  O  ©  © 


jo  o  o  o  •  • 


9  0  O  O  ©  • 


»  •  ©  •  •  ° 


oo  «  ©  •  • 


o  •  •  o  o  c 


4  0  O  O  O  © 


0  0  O  O  o  • 


•  o  *  o  O  • 
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Or 


lb 


3 


1 

2 


1 


25 

3 

2 

■  5 
11 
.  1  ^ 
,  6 
22 
20 
16 

1 

14 

9 

1 

4 

12 

1 

4 

24 


oz  • 
10| 
111 
71- 
13 
4 
10 

5t 

2 


Oi 


Of 

14t 

1.5 i 
7 

8-|- 

11 


6i 


X 


14- 


i 


10f- 


1 

o 
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All  unsound  food 'delivered  to  or  collected  by  Council  staff  is 
disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Refuse  Tip. 

(c)  Milk  Supplies o 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors.  . .  .  °  •  •  •  «  °  °  °  °  °  0  °  5 

No.  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  (excl.  Farms)... .5 
The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County 

Council . 

(d)  Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  Registered  Premises,  .a  .-2-1 

No.  of  Manufacturer!. ..... .a  ..... . Nil 


No  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In 
all  cases  supplies  are  obtained  from  well-known  manufacturers  either 


wrapped  or  in  cartons. 

( e)  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  none  in  operation  in  the  District 

(f )  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regs.  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 

(g)  Poul  try  Inspection 

No  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  District. 

8.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

No.  of  premises  registered  -  81 

The  survey  of  registered  premises  was  continued  during  the  year  and 
of  the  35  inspected  work  to  comply  with  the  Act  was  required  at  32  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  works  had  been  completed  in  4  instances, 

9.  FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 
Part  I  of  the  Ac t 

(i)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


S  i 

1  ! 

I  -p 

Premises 

i 

r 

Nc.  on 
Register 

1 

Inspect¬ 

ions 

1 

NO.  Of  , 

written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

i 

i 

|  (l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,394>& 

6  are  to  be  enforcec 

* 

by  Local  Authorities 

15 

5 

j 

i 

j 

i 

| 

1 

1 

j 

/ 

i 

\ 

\ 

s 

l 

! 

! 

|  (2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  ( 1 )  in 
which  Sec. 7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

18 

8 

1  ' 

1 

(3)  Other  premises  in 

which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 
*  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

; 

j 

i 

Totals 

34 

& 

11 

! 

\ 

f 

1 

! 

— 

{ 

1 

(ii)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  -  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961  cont 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


Section 

110 

Section  111 

! 

i 

i 

 ...  i 

Nature 

No.  of 

No.  of 

o 

• 

o 

>V> 

No.  of 

Notices 

i 

Pros- 

of 

outwork-  | 

cases  of 

prosec- 

ins tan-  ; 

served 

e cut ions 

Work 

ers  in 

default 

utions  ; 

ces  of 

August 

in  send- 

•  for  j 

work  in 

1 

list 

ing  lists 

failure 

unwhole- 

’ 

reqd.  by 

to  the 

to  supply! 

some 

Sec . 1 10 
0)  (c) 

i 

Council 

lists 

> 

j 

\ 

:  j 

premises  j 

1 

i 

- 

.  .  ...  . 

Wearing 
Apparel s 
|  Making 
Etc. 

14 

1 

- 

i  i 

f 

i 

s 

i 

1 

i 

| 

| 

Cleaning 

and 

i 

• 

t 

| 

j 

Washing 

i 

l 

; 

■ 

! 

j 

i 

4 

1 

i 

1 

1 

I 

t 

i 

10c  CLEAN  MR  ACT,  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year 

11.  KNACKERS  YARD 

There  are  none  in  the  District. 

12.  RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  37  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  by  rats 
or  mice.  Public  sewers  throughout  the  District  were  treated  and  in  10 

instances  of  ’’take"  of  pre-bait,  poison  was  introduced.  Subsequent  treat¬ 
ment  showed  no  ’’takes” 
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13-  VISITS 


Luring  the  year  the  following  visits  were  nades- 
"Public  Health  Act  • 

Nuisances  . »  . .  . .  42 

Caravans  ...» . 14 

Drain  Tests  .  121 

Building  Regulations  .  311 

Water  Supplies..  . 12 

Disinfestations  .  8 

General  .  21 

Housing  Acts. 

Council  houses  and  estates  .  . .  643 

Council  houses  in  course  of  erection  . .  . .  . .  248 

Improvement  Grants . 1 6 

Unfit  houses  ..  . . . 12 

Clean  Air  Act . 1 

Petroleum  Regulations . .  . .  . .  42 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts 


Inspections  . 

Unsound  Food  . 

Factories  Act  . 

Tom  Planning . 

Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act 

Street  Lighting  . 

Highways  . 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection  . . 

Rodent  control  . 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  . 

Swimming  Pool  . 

Pet  Shops  . 

Park 

Car  Park  . . 

Burial  Ground  . 

Public  Conveniences  . 

Miscellaneous  ..  . . 


32 

31 

16 

63 

85 

93 
177 

94 
17 

309 

123 

2 

19 

5 

21 

14 

114 


In  addition  97  meetings  were  attended  and  there  were  108  interviews 


on  various  matters . 
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Deryck  E.  Clare,  M .  B « ,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  HL#R.S.H. 

(iviedical  Officer  of  Health) 

W.L.  Barnsley,  O.Eng.?  M.I#  Mun.E. ,  M.A.P.H.I* 

(Senior  Public  Health  Inspector) 
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